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Period for Reply ^ °' *" commun,cation a PP° ars °» the co ver sheet with the correspondence address - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " MUNTH(S) FR0M 

• a^,!^ .nnoevenuowever^ayarep^e^e,^ 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11 June 2001 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)£l This action is non-final. 

3) D hLT^ 8 appl 5 ation isi " condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 453 O.G 213 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 26-33 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) (3 Claim(s) 26-33 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) |g] The drawing(s) filed on 11 June 2001 is/are: m accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a>n All b)D Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 


3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 


1) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) D Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) £3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 2 


4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s) 

Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
6) □ Other: 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statement submitted on 06/1 1 /01 and 08/20/01 was 
filed on and after the mailing date of the Application on 06/1 1/01 . The submission is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the petition is granted and 
the information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

2. Claims 26-33 are pending in this application and presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
States °" C ° Untry ' m ° re tha " ° ne year Pn ' 0r t0 the d3te ° f ap P |ica,ion for P atent in tn e United 

4. Claims 26-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Basceri et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,281,142. 

Regarding to claims 26 and 31, Basceri et al. discloses a capacitor construction 
similar to what recited in claims 26 and 31. See Fig. 4 and Cols. 1-16. Basceri et al. 
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discloses the capacitor basically the same as claimed having a first electrode 26, a 
dielectric layer 34 over the first electrode 26, a second electrode 36 over dielectric layer 
34, and a barrier layer 32 to oxygen diffusion between the first and second electrode 
(Fig. 4). 

Regarding to claims 27-30 and 32-33, Basceri et al. discloses that the dielectric 
layer 34 is over the barrier layer 32, and the barrier layer 32 is comprises tantalum 
nitride or titanium nitride or alike, and the dielectric layer 34 has high dielectric constant 
(Cols. 5-7). 

5. Agarwal (U.S. Patent No. 6,218,256) and Marsh (U.S. Patent No. 6,204,172) also 
disclose a capacitor similar to invention. See Fig. 7 of Agarwal and Fig. 2 of Marsh. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thao P Le whose telephone number is 703-605-1 187. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms can be reached on 703-308-4910. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 
for regular communications and 703-308-7722 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0956. 




Thao Phuong Le 
October 10, 2001 


Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 


